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Lieutenant-General Bernard Freyberg, Commander of the 2 NZEF, 
commending the 28th Māori Battalion.

"No infantry had a more distinguished record, or saw more
fighting, or alas, had such heavy casualties."

Look for further information:
28th Māori Battalion (28maoribattalion.org.nz)























With daylight, the Maoris resumed their attack, only to 
find that the enemy had withdrawn. 

Army No: 801916 
USgt Ralph Cullen M.M. 

During the attack on CASA LA MORTE on night 14/15
Dec, 1944, USgt CULLEN was in command of a 
Pl:3toon and had to lead his platoon through heavily 
mined ground to his o�jective which was a strongly 
held enemy strong point. Before the objective was 
reaphed, he found the country difficult to negotiate 
owing to canals behind minefields. Without hesitation 
he led twel":e men from flank and began a determined 
assault which brought down enemy defensive fire 
a!Ylong th� platoon. �h.e enemy opened fire pinning 
him and his men. Realising that the enemy fire was too 
severe ht; changed �is tactics by attacking frontally, 
thus evading casualties. He led hrs men with dash and 
determination resulting in the capture of the objective 
an� th� killing of many of the enemy. After capture, the 
ob1ect1ve was found to be a key point to the defences 
and to contain many Spandaus. 
�y h_is out:Standing initiative and dash, USgt CULLEN 
1nsp1r� his men to gain the objective without serious 
ca�uaft1es. Throughout this action and subsequent 
actions, he had shown leadership of the highest order. 

THE LAST CHRISTMAS 
Four days before Christmas, the Maoris were pulled out of 
the front line. The last Christmas of the war was celebrated 
with the traditional hangi, with meat being 'scrounged' 
from local farms to supplement that provided by the Army. 

ON TO TRIESTE
In early April, 1945, the New Zealand Division returned to 
the front, where preparations were being made for the 
crossing of the Senio River. After the enemy positions had 
been subjected to an intense aerial and artillery bombard­
ment, the Maori Battalion crossed the Senio virtually 
unopposed, to be met by Germans surrendering en masse. 

Army No: 6102 
Lieutenant (T/Capt) Ivon G. Harris M.C. 

Lie�t (T/Capt) HARRIS commanded 'A' Company 
�unng the attack to establish a bridgehead over the 
nver SANTERNO on 11 April, 1945. With dash and 
determination _he led his men across the river, inflicting 
heavy casualties on the enemy. Immediately he con­
SC?lidated on his objective, the enemy counter attacked 
with two TIGER tanks and infantry. Lieut (T/Capt) 
HARRIS though his company was without A/Tk guns 
or tanks, rallied his men to hold their ground and 
de�troy the �nemr infantry, which they ultimately did.
This thrashing o the enemy caused his tanks to 
withdraw. Throughout the night the enemy counter 
attacked several times but was defeated thoroughly 
ec:ch time . .  Early _in the morning of the next day, the 
bndge having being established and all tanks and 
suppo_rt arms .having arriyed, Lieut (T/Capt) HARRIS, 
organis_ed a fire plan which eventually inflicted many 
casualties on the enemy, resulting in the stemming of 
three enemy counter attacks by TIGER tanks and 
infantry. Throughout this action Lieut (T/Capt) HAR­
RIS showed skill, resource and courage of the higest 
order and the success of his company was due entirely 
to his inspiring leadership. 

For the Maori Battalion, the last month of the war was one 
of pursuit of a defeated enemy, with such opposition as 
there was becoming weaker and more disorganised daily. 
With the final collapse of German resistance in Italy on 
May 2, however, a new menace appeared. 

Army No: 801643 
Private Robert Mclean M.M. 

During the crossing of the SANTERNO river on the 10 
April, 1945, Pte McLEAN commanded the section 
which wa�detail?d tofor,:n the Company's initial bridge­
head, 1�n�g �hrch he drspl_ayed outstanding courage 
and 1n1t1at1ve rn that, moving forward under hostile 
shelling and spandau fire, he led his section against 
enemy resistance wherein the section destroyed one 
enemy mortar and crew while he personally caputred 
a spandau post killing fifteen of the enemy. The 
bridgehead thus created his Coy passed through to 
fight their way to their final objective, after which Pte 
McLEAN led his section up to consolidate on the final 
objective. 
After consolidation the enemy counter attacked sev­
eral times but the sector his section held was defended 
gallantly by his men and on the whole, the success of 
the section and his flatoon was due to the dash and 
gallant leadership o this soldier. 

Yugoslav partisans, under Marshal Tito, were refusing to 
leave the port city of Trieste, which had been ceded to Italy 
after World War One. The New Zealand Division was put 
on three hours notice to move, after which the Maori 
Battalion moveddoser to the Yugoslav positions. A week 
of tension followed, with the issue only being resolved 
when an agreement was signed in Belgrade on June 9, 
providing for the issue to be decided at the post-war Peace 
Conference. The war was finally over. 

Army No: 801807 
Private James Kira M.M. 

Pte KIRA during the crossing of the SANTERNO river 
on 12 April, 1945, found the crossing on his platoon 
front very deep. Without hesitation he swam across 
an� single handed, destroyed two spandau posts 
wh1c_h we_re very close together: While engaged in 
deal mg with these posts, he was fired upon by a sniper. 
Without thought for his personal safety he moved 
forward, located and destroyed the sniper post by 
which time the rest of his platoon arrived and everyone 
moved forward to fight to the final objective. 
D_uring this action this soldier displayed courage of the 
highest order and his conduct was an inspiration to his 
fellow soldiers. 

Army No: 801843 
Corporal Pou, Rakena D.C.M. 

During the crossini of the SENIO river on the night 9
April, 1945, Cpl R KENA's platoon Sgt was mortally 
wounded. Bein�the senior section leader he took over
the platoon. T e platoon came under very intense 
small arms fire. With com�lete disregard for his own
p_ersonal safety �e. charge h_,vo enemy Spandau posts 
single handed, killing the entire crews. The remaining 
spandau posts surrendered. After having rallied his 
men the _enemy began to bazooka them. Displaying 
outstanding courage Cpl RAKENA went forward firing 
h)s. bren gun from th� hip, cap�uring the bazooka and
krllrng the crew. This oppos1t1on having being elimi-
nated the whole Coy advanced. During the whole
advance to MASSA LOMBARDA this NCO showed
courage of the highest order and was a constant 
source of inspiration to his Coy. The success of his
Coy was due in no small measure to his initiative and 
superb leadership. 

THE BATTALION RETURNS 
Prior to returning to New Zealand, the Maori Battalion sent 
representatives to memorial services in military cemeter­
ies in Crete, Cassino and near the Sangro 
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A 270-strong contingent was to be sent to Japan as part of 
'J-Force', the occupation force. Although there was no 
shortage of volunteers, enlistment in this contingent was 
restricted to single men of the latest Reinforcement 

AOTEA 
It was at the Italian port of Bari, on December 26 that the 
Maori Battalion embarked on the troopship 'Dominion 
Monarch', bound for New Zealand. After stops at Port 
Tewfik (Egypt) and Fremantle the ship reached Welling­
ton Heads early in the momingofJanuary23,1946. There, 
the troops had to wait until midday before weather condi­
tions would permit them to enter the harbour. 

Once ashore, the Maoris were greeted with all the cere­
mony traditionally given to a returning war party. Their 
leader, Lieutenant-,Colonel Henare was challenged, after 
which chants of mourning were raised for those who had 
not returned. The final act of ceremony necessary before 
the men could mingle with their loved ones was the 
cleansing of the blood of their enemies and the lifting of the 
tapu of the warrior. Hakas, action songs, speeches, and a 
meal followed. 

With the conclusion of the ceremonies, the men dispersed 
to their own Maraes throughout the country, to be wel­
comed again by their own tribes and kinsfolk. 

The scene characteristics in the New Zealand Divisional area near TRIESTE on the night that the news that the war with Germany was over. 

--YOU WON'T BE 
"FOl2GETT/NG -PA1=NZA 
/t,J A -1-JiUR.:R..Y 
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---P//2$T TH£ PISTVL.-PAC'KIAl1
Ml?M/15' -T+IEN THE' OTtlE"Q SOR.T 

cS,9EC/8LLV Ot./T AT 1JrlR.COL-A / 

• -OR.. THOSE <:'ANALS IN TI\!: 
"PO VALLEY 1. TAAT LETT YoU 
SMELLING uK.E -ASE:WE.R... 

YOU'LL. 1?..EMeMSER. 
I 94-5 - 'BUT THE SIGHT YOU'LL 

1\11WER, "FOIU'ET IS Tl-IE TfR.S, SiGI-\T OF "MUM" ON Tl-IE lUEUl�GTOfi UJHAR.F-
l,LJT T+IAT WONT 


